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40 Ton Hay Rick Ablaze
Sautham September 1936

Fireman O Bumell, age 82, was the
first to respond 1o the fire call at
mid-day with the Chiet Officer.
However, Engineer George Hill

beat them to the fire by a few sec-
onds. He had just loaded his lorry
with 3 ton of bricks when he heard
the call and went immediately to
the fire in his lorry without bother-
ing to change into his uniform!
The Firemen were there for several
hours and managed 1o save a
guantity of the hay.

Fire in Historic Stable
Southan Jarnucry 10th 1958

A stable where King Charles 1 is
reputed to have left his horse
before the battle of Edgehill was
burnt to the ground on Friday.
The stable, built of stone; stood at
the rear of Mr Saxton’s Fhe Wood
House in Wood Street, which in the
17th C was the Queen s Arms and
in the 19th C the Castfe Inn.

It started at lunch time when

' George Hill saw the smoke and the

Fire Brigade was there until seven
in the evening. Cause unknown.

‘Nearly gone for a Burt-on - trapped cat flushed out

J——

Driver Died in Ladbroke Lorry Crash

In 1965 two lomries collided head on in Ladbroke
village on the main A423 Coventry - Oxford road on
the sharp bend outside The High House. [t took an
hour to free both drivers and the road was closed for
more than two
hours. Police set up
a diversion for
heavy vehicles via
Leamington Spa.

32 Ton Articulated Lorry Overturned

on the sharp bend in Ladbroke. The village has one
of the worst accident records in Warwickshire. The
A423 was closed several hours with traffic diverted
along the Southam-Deppers Bridge road where a
second accident occurred and a lady died. (1983)

At Marton, 100 Bikes Worth £2,000
Destroyed in a Shed Fire in 1964

Firemen from Sputham and Leamington fought a
fire so fierce that the metal parts of the motorbikes
and scooters melted, with many explosions as petrol

r_= s .*-‘ o tanks ignited.
- & They were owned hy
Aston's Garage, car and
motor eyele dealers of
Caventry.




William George Hill with his lorry outside the old
WW2 Fire Station in Pendicke Street

William George Hill

Southam
reld

THE Hill tamily, of Southam, has nolchd up thrae quarters of a century ol tervics 0
Warwickshire Fire Service. Brothers sub-afficer Michael Mil {1sf) and lesding firaman
Teremce Ml (right), wha heve both served al Southsm for H fRars, re:a:.m: lpng
service medaly ol Lemmingion headquartars on Friday, Thelr father My Gecige H
(second kel), talking with county firs chief Mr Jokn Spance and public prodecion
committes chairman Coun Lawrenca Reynalds, served for 33 vears ol Southam befory
hiis retirgment




William
Cardall
[1901-1927]
¢.1920

He helped raise
the funds to buy
the fire engine
in 1893,
Retred from
Captain aged
8510 1927

Deputy
Captain
Tom Granr
Butcher on
Market Hill,
¢ 1920

With the steam
fire engine
‘Perseverance”
in the Pendicke
Street engine
house.
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Stories
in this
exhibition

have beep
Supplied by
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Southam’s New Fire Station 1951

In April 1948, the County Council became the new
 fire authority and after more than 136 years,
Southam’s Volunteer Fire Brigade was no more!

By 1949, the old Fire Station in Pendicke Street, was
in & bad state of repair, with no heating; damp and
mould making it impossible to leave uniforms there:
with a poor exit not suitable for a quick get-away.
Southam was to have the first new Fire Station in
Warwickshire.

- of an appliance room and

an office,

It was manned by part-
time members of the
County Fire Brigade,

some of them retained from the old Southam Volun-

teer Fire Brigade,

In an emergency they were called together by means

of a bell at home and a siren from work in town.
remotely controlled from Leamington.

o :":“; ﬁTh: new Station consisted

St Florian ;
atron saint of fire fighters, chimney sweeps an

I;fppmakcrs. He was an officer i the Roman army

responsible for organizing and leading an elite group

fight fires. He was put to death for refusing to kill
Christians as ordered by Emperar Diocletian.

of soldier firefighting brigades whose sole duty was to

It is a part-time job and some of the
men work away from the town
during the day, which means a full
crew can only be mustered
overmight between 6 pm - 6 am,

Other response crews from the area
back them up during the daytime.
Fenny Compton being the nearest

Fire Station,



Birdingbury Hall Fire 1859

Birdingbury Hall was built in the 18th by the
Biddulph family and when the north wing bumt
down in 1859, it was the seat of Sir T W Biddulph
who on the night of the fire was away at Shenstone.

Nearby at Birdingbury Rectory lived his Uncle the
Rev H Biddulph, who was at home and took charyge.

In the north wing were the Kitchen. offices and
servant’s quarters. The fire started in the kitchen
and was discovered about 10 pm by a housemaid.

Rev Biddulph immediately sent 2 men on horseback
to Rugby and Southam for fire engines.

Ashby (Footman) and Goatcher (Gamekeeper)
fetched a long ladder from the stables and rescued
Mis West (Housekeeper) and her ni¢ce from the
upstairs windows,

Constable Jacques raised the alarm in the village,
who all tumed out to help and everything movable
was taken outside onto the lawns. By 11 o cloek all
the bedrooms in the north wing were in flames.

Robert Sweeting

me Artist
Son of a Gentleman from Dorset,
Robert married Mary Spraggett. a
Gentleman's daughter from
Southam, where they first lived.

It took Captain Jackson 25 minutes
to bring the fire engine from
Southam pulled by four horses .
Inspector Jenkins came with the en-
gine, which was placed in position
with two ranks of people supplying
it with water from the river to spray
on the fire.

Half'an hour later the Rughy fire en-
gine arrived with Captain Bromwich
and accompanied by Superintendent
Smallbone and several constables,
The Rugby engine was placed on the
edge of the river and fed the
Southam engine with water.

L L ol e TITR T R T e g P

The north wing was not able to be
saved, so they concentrated on the
main house.

Munroe the carpenter assisted by
others, climbed on the roof and suc-
ceeded in dividing it from the north

wing. One man fell and would
have died in the smoking debris if
Inspector Gaskins had not managed

to break his fall and catch him,

At 12.30 am the roof fell in, By 5
o'¢clock the Names were down and

under control and by 6 o’ clock the
engines stopping applying water.



IS nm—m——————————————————e.

Crash in Oxford
Street 1959

Alorry erashed into the
front of an empty house in
Oxlord Street (where the
FFactory Shop is) afier col-

liding with a stationary

van delivering meat. The

meat carcases were dam-
aged, but both drivers

| were only shghtly injured.

[ —

Long Itchington Bus Garage Blaze
In February 1963, passengers and drivers at Smith’s
Coaches Grasmere Garage watched helplessly as a

nearly new coach caught fire from an electrical fault.

Southam Fire Brigade
were on the scene in
live minutes, but were
unable to save the bus.
Two other coaches and §
a car were badly
scorched.

Five Servicemen Die in a
Coach Crash in 1956

22 were also injured when a coach
carrying 41 servicemen was return-
ing back to Salisbury Camp and
crashed near Stockton and was
ripped in N
half by two| % il
elm trees.

Southam
Firemen :
helped remove the dead and injured
from the wreckage.
It was caused by a suitcase falling
from the rack above the driver and
knocking him from his seat.

Two Killed, Seven Injured
in Coach Crash in 1956

Two Coventry men died when a
coach carrying 36 passengers retumn-
ing from an International Rugby
match at Twickenham crashed on the
Banbury read near Ladbroke. A
burst tyre on a corner caused the
coach to leave NEER=Ey
the road and be- A
come embedded
in an oak tree.
southam Fire

Brigade were first on the scene and
firemen cut passengers free from the
tangled wreckage.

—



SOUTHAM
VOLUNTEER FIRE BRICADE.

On its arrival it was demonstrated
to several hundred spectators.
They christened it *Perseverance’.
Then followed the annual Fire Bri-
gade dinner when 100 people sat
down to dine at the Court House off
Market Hill

‘Perseverance’

In the late 1880s the Southam Fire
Brigade flounshed under Captain
William Sturley’s guidance. There
were new uniforms and equipment,
and he started to fund raise for a
new steam fire pump.

William Cardall took over the fund-
raising and in 1893 they purchased

Wi ot shos o 5 s, Attendance at the dinner included:

s C upmmp ]hi II] L Locock, Caprain W B Sturley,

[ [ — s ieutenants Phillips and Pains, Engineers Dengard and
The advantage w0 be the S Cardall, Sub-engineers Grant and Bumell.

pump replaced up to twenty press- Firemen Cox, Aliband, Bignell, White, E Duckett, W
ganged bystanders to pump the fire Duckett, Wood, Adams, Griffin, and Hitcheox (bugler)

engine and it needed only two
horses instead of four to pull it.

Reprinted froniy Find My pekl | csegion Spa Ussrs 48 o 119
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FIRE RULES
| FOR PRIVATE RESIDENCES.

{ Cary, onder, and cleanliness ane the best fire proventives, espevially care with mieral and other inflammahls ofld
and spirit=, and with all movable bumps,
| }:Hw--mrlilt]w [IETEE vri'lﬁ- .;-.-uunl.m g
La i ] CANNNCY S e LA Illm s ; -
! Kh::l all ::mﬂl!ilq:-! -:Ed ipe= im o] omder, IH mewimy gasfittings dq-vnhﬂ‘upm iw ~hauld
| always have the wator in the tbe coverod with ofl, to el the waler svaporating, all 1;& thst are
likely to be placed too near infanmable pendant 1h as they may be ﬁu-n i ey posed Wire suands
should be wsed whene wlass ones ane Inipracticabli; ‘

e

U= only safery matehes, amd do not beave them Iying about. :

D mot read, smoke, or sew in bed with o movabile lzht too pesr e bad cluthing.,

Oily or ¥ rag= shoald not be allowed to acenmulate in euplsanis or eormers.

Cats mnl doges shonld not be loft in rooms whens elothis an devimg in front of fireplaces,

i | D wot beave chilidren locked up in a room where there is 3 fire, light, or lacifers, i

11 i ot turn. the gas off at the mcter st nisht. :

Do mit sk fore an esenpee of 2as with a light,

When an escapes of tras is dissvensd open all the doors and u et parts of the 'hﬂﬂ*‘lﬂ -ll_ln- |
5, i‘ LN

11 and lights, wand turn off the gne ot the meter and the stupwanck vntsi all fhe tapis snd movalde fittings, |
i espewially in pendant chandelices, at the watenoups, ; :
¥ Senad for the mearest grasfitter, and watel bim earviully, for b will sometines seck for mn escape with s lxh,

and may Bud it at the risk of blewing op the buihling and all it eoutains,

MINERAL OR INFLAMMABLE OIL LAMPE
The best lamp & thi: one with o besvy aml bvsd base, The neservoir s safst when made of metal, with n
| e B e e e down the grlass chimney,
* lizht shoakl e extinguished by o metal exti i . sl .

The wicks shoull be soft, dry and only loog e to rvmeh the bottomn of the roservoir, nsd should be saked
I in o] Tefiere Buvivier ol o the wick oo,

b all il L-uur- and bewiles thoragrhly cloan and dry, |

Trim the Inmpe Ly daylight and away from any fire or licht,

I e Lemp is upeet and the vil nkes fine do not nss water ; =l or msbes are Ietter, or dip some waollen. fabeic

it water s siother the fire with it
TO ESCAPE :

i
{
Cllldl-nﬂnrhmlhhwmhnﬂmmlhimmhlm“-mhm‘ﬂ H
[humn-q--nnh;-whﬁw»whnmhmw.ﬂm;nbﬂhmm
ldu-th--huu-ifgwnmlxthﬁmmw,wirlh-huw(-h-hhhnhulﬂuuhuuhlg-q,h.- ]
trap door or by removing a few from the roof 1f that ennnot be done, then eolloet all the inmates in 8 fromt |
| rontn, Iwing enreful to one froan which the wind will blow the snoke and

fur cnt<idi assistanoe, ; . |
Should there be no i the honse, shects and Llankets bt up and knottod o form & i

et ke fst one end to the bedsteml otheer of ot immates '
:d.::m-;- ‘ o j or somee pirve -Lmh-m-lh m' first, |

I for soni renson Lhis cinnot be throw bodding or any soft sabstanes oot of the w:ia ur '
cvunterjane hekd byihmhﬂmmhnﬂmmﬂ,udpﬂhh,ﬁf __" mu '

In passing 1o another in the midst of sanoke rrawl upun (he hands h-,a
the hr:lub:‘tu th?::r"‘:]“'hb. -.-u Mnﬁq‘ﬁ_mm‘lﬂ-ﬁlm

|

ACCIDENTS TO PERSONS. - !
: Em&mn-m:ﬁﬁ&ﬂu of your clsthing on fire, lie down and roll upon the earpet or Soor snd oall for H
|
I

mssistnrns Tos spod by
1 wing el Troin the e ‘miok to the :

‘rm‘:m‘:gd;ﬂ‘;ﬂ. s iﬂimg.rm_. careful h."'l;‘f- . ﬁh-mq’hhu.m
Kevpa romly ot loasl—

A fow i fillesl with ’ age

iy
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. oie 1980s GG Hudson, A Mainsford-Payne,
K Haynes, S Marsh. T Hill, D Prescott, M Hill,
A Duckett, D White, S Fern, J King, L. Emsley. R Cleal

4_ KA Alp al® sl A

r*H

esicy Emsley, Ph ullip Bume

¢ Wi WM Fll.‘ilq.d.“hh.l [.}I.\Id
ftrey King |

. Michael Hill. ‘
- '| I]LI-LL\'\..I.




Swbham Fioe Criw 1951

(hack row)

R Hudson, D Duckett, P Hope, G Smith, J Grant
(front row)

A Burnell, A Bond. G Hill, H Hancocks. S French

f_'[1,J'|'.'IL rowd) ¢ f%73 ”"‘J
E McConnell. P Lidstone, D White. J Stevens.

K Wyatt, A Duckett

ffrant B ;
T Hill. L Bond, A Griflin, J Grant. M Hill,
R Finch, B Cleal




(back row) 1965
A Grifhin, J Grant, W G Hill. D Duckett, R Finch
(front row)
S French, L. Bond. A Haynes, M Hill

.—.———_—__— _— =
1930s Captain Jonathan Cardall and crew outside

‘ ‘\_|l||].;_~~.l'i}|'1]"'pc | [;l:;| with the Hatlield ‘\-1L‘1'I':. wedlher
Trailer Pump and the Hotchkiss vehicle




Captain Cardall and the firemen with *Perseverance’
(at back) ? 7 ? 7 H Bicknell, ] Parkington
Jonathan Cardall (driver)

F Smith rbicyvele) ] Bond (on footplate), ? W Cardall
H Glenn, A White (standing), Bacon (hicvele)

1923 Captain William Cardall (eentre front) and the
steam fire engine outside Ivy House, Pendicke Street,
(3rd from lefi froni row) Senior Fireman O Burnell
{(3th from left front row) Deputy Captain T Grant




¢.1890 Possibly Captain Sturley and his crew.

The bearded man in the middle of the front row 1s
Southam Police Inspector Welch




c.1880 Captain Edwin Squires outside the fire engine
house in Pendicke Street.

(top row standing) ) Plummer. J Duguard, T Grant,
W Bicknell, A White. J Evettes (driver)
(seatec) E Medcalf, M Sturley. W Timms. J Mole
(front standing) ] Fiddian, ] Foster, C Aliband.

E Squires, C Harold, J Phillips, ] Cox

c. 18835
Cpt Nelson
and firemen

outside

Newstead
Lodge where

he lived,

With the
tour-in-hand
large manual

fire engine.

e smnding: 1 Burnell ] Plummer W Bicknell
saued darivers W Cardall 1
- O Harrold M Sturley J Hitchcox 'H White
wine S Mole Fiddian J Phillips Captain Nelson
Dr Holmes Kirk Payne Inspector Welch
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This exhibition has been put together
with the assistance of retired firemen
Alan Griffin, Andy Duckett, Mike Hill

Alan Griffin
Alan was are- | <R
tained fireman :
at Southam = EENa
from 1962 and &
became a full-
time Warwick-

il
=

shire fireman Andy Duckett (bottom |
in 1969. left) and Mike Hill
Today he is a well known (kneeling) searching for

Southam historian. Burt the cat in Harbury.




Three generations of Cardall Family serving in the Fire Service
Jonathan, William and Jack Cardall




40 Ton Hay Rick Ablaze
Southam September 1936

Fireman O Burnell, age 82, was the
first to respond to the fire call at
mid-day with the Chief Officer.
However, Engineer George Hill

beat them to the fire by a few sec-
onds. He had just loaded his lorry
with 3 ton of bricks when he heard
the call and went immediately to
the fire in his lorry without bother-
ing to change into his uniform!
The Firemen were there for several
hours and managed to save a
quantity of the hay.

Fire in Historic Stable
Southam Jaruary 10th 1958

A stable where King Charles 1 is
reputed to have lefi his horse
before the battle of Edgehill was
burnt to the ground on Friday.
The stable, built of stone, stood at
the rear of Mr Saxton’s The Wood

House in Wood Street, which in the

1 7th C was the Queen's Arms and
in the 19th C the Castle Inn.

It started at lunch time when
Gieorge Hill saw the smoke and the
' Fire Brigade was there until seven

in the evening. Cause unknown.

Driver Died in Ladbroke Lorry Crash

In 1965 two lorries collided head on in Ladbroke
village on the main A423 Coventry - Oxford road on
the sharp bend outside The High House. It took an
hour to free both drivers and the road was closed for

more than two '
hours. Police set up
a diversion for

32 Ton Articulated Lorry Overturned

on the sharp bend in Ladbroke. The village has one

of the worst accident records in Warwickshire. The

A423 was closed several hours with traffic diverted
along the Southam-Deppers Bridge road where a
second accident occurred and a [.1:J~.' died. ( I‘-JHfil

At Marton, 100 Bikes Worth £2,000
Destroyed in a Shed Fire in 1964

Firemen from Southam and Leamington fought a
fire so fierce that the metal parts of the motorbikes
and scooters melted, with many explosions as petrol

tanks ignited.

Thcy were owned by

motor cycle deaiers of
Coventry.
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