Southam Heritage Collection

Summer 2017 Exhibition

“Pint of Ale”

The story of some of the public houses that once served the busy market town of
Southam and some of the things that took place within them.

Curated by Linda Doyle



Background

The public house goes back to the Roman invasion of Britain, when a ‘tabernae’ sold wine along
the roads to the soldiers. However, the native brew was ale, hence the ‘alehouse’ or ‘tavern’
quickly became the adopted name of a place of refreshment.

The Anglo-Saxon King Edgar attempted to control the number of alehouses by introducing a meas-
ure to control how much a person drank, known as ‘the peg’. Hence the expression ‘to take some-
one down a peg’.

Along with them came their trades and the ‘pub’ became centres for recruitment, courts, business
and entertainment. The different rooms in the Inn divided the occupants socially. The more afflu-
ent had the warmer inner parlours and better sleeping accommodation, while the poor traveller was
only allowed as far as the Bar and perhaps slept in the hay-loft.

Ale or beer has always been part of the British diet. The process of brewing made 1t safer to drink
than water.

In 1552 an Act was passed requiring innkeepers to have a licence in order to run a public house.

Southam has always been known for its wealth of public houses. As many as fifteen at any one
time, and once catered for a population of one public house per 60 inhabitants of the town!

However, this density of public houses does not seem so high when you realise that from early me-
diaeval times, Southam has sat on the cross-roads of the Welsh drover’s roads and the northern
trade routes from London, and has had large numbers of people passing through and staying in
the town.

Even before the days of the 18™ C Toll Roads, Southam was a well-positioned stop between Oxford
and Coventry and why two of the earliest known public houses were the 17" C Drapers Arms and
Mercers Arms, both associated with these famous Coventry trades which no doubt originated from
ownership by Coventry Priory and being situated on the edge of Cotswold sheep country.

The early 19™ century was the height of the droving and coaching period in Southam and along-
side this the public houses ran extremely successful businesses; with travelling theatres in their
court yards, dances 1n their ball-rooms, daily stage coaches, auctions and property sales, gambling
dens, court rooms, masonic rooms, dentists, bone setters to name but some of them, and of
course refreshments and accommeodation for all classes!

The very earliest evidence about Southam’s public houses 1s gleaned from Southam Tokens (local
coins), Wills and early documents of sale, but much of the life of those public houses 1s recorded
through the victualler’s licences, trade directories and census records, and for some, more is re-
vealed 1n the local newspapers, where stories of mayhem, mystery and even murder were dili-
gently recorded for their readers. Stories that must have had Southam tongues wagging on market
days and been repeated by drovers and coachmen many miles and counties away from their source.

Southam Heritage Collection thank the following for allowing us to use information from their rec-
ords for this exhibition, which was held 1n Vivian House in Southam during the summer of 2017:
FindMyPast

Ancestry
Warwick Record Office

together with Jennie Daniels and Pam McConnell for loan of items 1n the display cabinets, Paul
Catterall for the loan of the Pub painting, and Myles Sullivan for the loan of the shove-halfpenny
game.
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Horse & Jockey / Olde Mint

The building is one of the oldest in Southam. Its original features date back to the early
16® C and is said to be built on a 14™ C hospice. It is reputed to be the place where King
Charles paid his soldiers in the 17" C English Civil War and the stone doorway as you go
in. is said to be where the soldiers sharpened their swords while waiting! It is called the
Olde Mint, because it is reputed to be where small value local coins were stamped, called
tokens.

It may well have been one of Southam’s original public houses, as Southam belonged to
medieval Coventry Priory and a hospice was usually associated with religious
establishments that provided refreshment and shelter for travellers, as well as for the ill.
After the dissolution of the monasteries in 1536, such a place would continue as a house
for travellers, refreshment, trade and business and in other words, become what we now
know as a ‘public house’.

From 1867. John Martin Adams, a grandson of John Martin and son of Thomas and HORSE AND JOCKEY, SOUTHAM.
i il he died in 1908. N e ;
Rebecca Adams (the Buck & Bell), was landlord until he died in 1908. He was also a TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION, BY

farmer (50 acres) and a butcher, as well as a publican. ; -
J. STAITE & SONS

On WEDNESDAY NEXT, MARCH 25th, by
order of the Executors of the late Mr. J.
Adams,

E HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE, including

a Fine Old Oak Dresser-Sideboard, Oak

Tables, Oak Clock, Carpets, Clocks, Mirrors,

Bedsteads, &c.; also Assortment of FARM

IMPLEMENTS, including Cart, Water Cart,

Gears, Ladders, Sheep Kacks, Iron Sheep and

e T Bullock Hurdles, Large Tank, Long Range of

1‘  Shedding, Old Metal, Furnaces, and also a

Bt SRt s ' Useful BROWN CART HORSE, detailed in
atention of the Nobility, Gentryd '

_ all th - Catalogue.
. Agriculturisis d athers, his large an ’
‘% B-".;:.}:‘mgol‘t:sld::lt-r: the Taamd ; l Sale at 12 o'clock sharp. 20 March 1908

him = declded advantsge over any other Trporter

g 10 the expenee of Mork Avctions, enables lim§
most reasanable and folr prices, not excesding

8 April 1849 - Qxford Clvonkde and Reading Gazelte - Oxford

“‘p-, 21 be &t - ‘o Alderney & Guerasey Cows & Heifers,

oot — JUST AT CALVING.
The HORSE and JOCKEY, Soctuan, Je 1 \
WHITE LION, Asxssey, Jour 2. EDWABI’)”P‘:‘?'&O&)N%%LEB "‘g""‘; 09 September 1938 (cumniorsp0 corr
GISA‘I: BULLS HEAD, Digoern, Jury & : Aﬂmt-g.lﬂmmuhhlup.wd 4
St Clements, Jeney. e 9|8 of the above Breeds, will be at the under-men- SOUTHAM.

Sturdy's Castle, near Woodstock ; 11th, Dog and Gun, Death of Mrs, Langton—The deatn
Banbury ; 12th, Horse and Jockey, Southam. E.P. F. occurred at her residence, Daventry Stivet,
m‘g 600 annually, attends no fairs, lndi.nnmidnt Southam, vesterday (Thursday) morning,
0 islands. St. Chnan.hmy. of :\!rs. Pouy L-‘ngton' “-Edn“r of My,

William Langton, at the age of 72 years.

Mrs. Langton had been in ill-health since

her retirement from the O!d Mint (Horse

and Jockey), Southam, In June of last

vear, and passed pcacefully awayv With

her late hushand she took over the licence

of the Horse and Jockey In March, 1493.

Cat‘tle Droves At the time of her retirement she was the
oldest licensed victualler in the Southam

distriet. For the last seven years she was

In the middle 19" C, the Horse & Jockey was where Edward also proprietor, having purchased the pre-
Parsons Fowler sent a monthly drove of Channel Island cattle mises in 1930. disposing of the propc:ty to
to be sold. Prior to the railways, the cattle were driven from the present proprietor and licensee on her
Kent to the Midlands. The distance between sales was the retirement. ~Mrs. Langlon leaves one
equivalent to a day’s cattle drive, hence late afternoon sales daughter—Mrs. W. W. Sturley, of The
I 3 in th % £1852. th th. Crofts. Southam. The funeral service will
t ceased in Southam in the summer of 1852, the summer the take place at the Parish Church on Mon-
railway from Banbury to Leamington opened. It was also day afternoon.

when the elderly landlord of the Horse & Jockey, James ————

The Horse & Jockey in the middle, with the bakery
where the Yorkshire Stingo was also Thomas
Carter’s brewhouse on the right in 1870/71

The Yorkshire Stingo

During its short life as a beerhouse, it was next-door to the
Horse & Jockey and managed by Thomas Carter alongside
the old established bakery business. (Today the Opticians.)

It was sold in 1870, although Carter was still named as a
*baker and beerseller’ in the 1871 census.

- -

THE “YORKSHIRE STINGO,”
SOUTHAM.

Page 3 of 27



To be SOLD by AUCTION,

Old & New Red Lions

One of England’s commonest pub names, the Red Lion was
the emblem of James 1 (1603 -1625). In 1790 there was the
Old and the New Red Lion in Southam, and still two in Pigot’s
Directory of 1835 - one in Daventry Street and one behind
today’s Fire Station. There is a possibility the Daventry
Street Red Lion was the Crown? We see both the Pratt and
Adams families involved in pre-Victorian times.

By the 1845 directory there was only one Red Lion left and
that was the thatched house at the top of Coventry Street, near
the Bowling Green.

The Old Red Lion was sold in 1867 and afterwards the licence
was transferred from William Rainbow to Timothy French,
both being long term landlords.

Harry Bond was landlord in 1906 when the Red Lion was
destroyed by a fire that originated in the bowling alley
adjoining where com was stored. Fortunately, the damage
fully insured. When Harry died in 1919, as a volunteer
fireman, Cpt Cardall, Lt W H Plummer and the brigade
attended his funeral.

In 1936, Harry's eldest daughter, Dorcas Ada Fell, was
landlady, widow of the late licensee, John William Fell.

23 Jllne 1832 = ASrek 2 WO CThee ST

By JMartin and Son,

Oo TUESDAY, the 3rd of JuLy, 1832, st the HoksE and
Juckey Inw, in SOUTHAM, at Six o'clock in the Even-
ing, b’ order of the Trustee for Sale, and uuder such
Conditions as will Le theo produced;

LL that OLD-ESTABLISHED and WELL-AC-
CUSTOMED MESSUAGE, TENEMENT, or PUBLIC
HOUSE, callcd the RED LION, sitaste and being at tbe
Coventry End of Soutbam aforesaid, witlh a large GARDEN,
TWO ACRES, walled round, and well planted with
choice Fruit Trees, a large Yard, Stabiiog, Figgeries, Oot-
buildings, and otber requisite Outbuildings thereto beloog- |
iog, io the occopation of Mr. Jonx Avans : and all that
otber MESSUAGE or TENEMENY, snd PREMISES,
adjoining the abore, in the necapation of Joux PRaTT : and
also all that otler PIECE of GARDEN GROUND adjuin-
ing the abure, and lyiog by the side of theJetway leading to
Stockton, well adapted for Buildiog Ground.
45" For a View of the Propeity, apply to Mr. ADaus,
or to the Auctionerrs ; aod for furtler Particulars, 1o Mesars.

(\

Dorcas Ada Fell in the central servery of the
Red Lion in the 1930s. Eldest daughter of
Harry Bond and wife of John Fell.

Ax Oup Orrexper.—David Walton, Harbury,
labourer, pleaded guilty to being drunk in the
yard of the Red Lion Inn, Southam, on Saturday
last. —P.C. Wise, in stating the facts, said de-
fendant was so drunk thas he had to be taken to
the police station in a wheelbarrow.—Fined 10s.
and 7s. 6d. costs, but not having sthe moaney to pay
was scot to Warwick for 14 days hard labour.

New Zealand newspaper
March 28 1930
——— e - —
Something NEW
for Meat Dishes!

A Wanderfal
Ready Mized Muitard /

BAYEE LARES o sme——

! (Liquid) ReadyMixed
MUSTARD

\:\/ 2
Dolly Bond worked at the small
factory making this mustard near

the Red Lion and Craven Arms.

Rugby Advertiser 02 May 1930

Weopiva Girr.—A very interesting event
took place at the Niagara Mustard Works.
Southam, on Friday, when the staff and em-
loyees assembled to make & presentation to
.kh'n Bond, who had been associated with the
Company since its formation, The present
con of o canteen of stainless cutlery and
plate, together with a handsome tray. and
with it was an illuminated card bearing the
following inscription : ‘' Presented to Miss
Rood on the occasion of her wedding, by the

Staff and Employces of the Ningara Liquid
Maustard Co., Ltd., Southam.™ e preseota
tion was made by the Secretary of the Com-
sany, Mr. G. T. Oldham. who wished Miss
hond every joy and happiness on hehalf of
all concerned. This was endorsed by Mr. G
R. Oldham and Mr. C. H. Petts. and Miss
Bond suitably replied. and said her asseia-
tion with the firm had been of the happiest
character.
————————————

Rugby Advertiser 27 December 1935

NIAGARA LIQUID MUSTARD
COMPANY LIMITED.
OTICE IS HEKEBY GIVEN, pursuvant
to section 238 of The Companies Act,
1929, that a mevtmg of the Creditors of the
above named Company will be held at the
offices of Mr. Maunce E. Pick, Bank Cham-
bers, Town Hall Square, im, oa
Thursday, the Second day of January, 1936,
at Three o'clock in the alterncon for the pur-
pose, if thought fit, of nominating a Liquid-
ator and of apponting a Comnmities of
Inspection
NOTICE IS HEREBY ALSO GIVEN that,
for the purpose of voting, secured creditors
are yequired  (unbess they surrender their
sovcunty) to lodge at the feginiered office of
the Company before the Mereting a Siatement
giving part culars of their seunty, the Jdate
wheo ot was goon, and the value at wliach
1hoas anscnsed.
DATED thus Twinty first dlay of December,
1935
(Signal) GEORGE T OLDHAM,

Diector, Secrelary.

Wurcur and Eowanps, Solicitors, Southawm.
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! THOMASR MARTIN,

l RED LION INN, Sorrmanm, at Four for Fire a'clock,

16 Febﬂlary 1867 = Worwel ond Wornwmichshire Advertiser

SOUTHA)M.
VALUABLE PUBLIC HOLUSE
AND OTHER

FREEHOLD PLOPERTY.

(T 0D B E S0LD 5Y A2 EETTION

On MONDAY. the 151k day of Franvany, 1567, at the

p ., by dircetion of the Trustees, undor the Will of the
late Mr Jazies Seexcrie (deevase ], and sehject to such |
conditions as will be then produccd ;

LL that old.established and free PUBLIC HOUSE,
| X kuownas the Rep Liox Ixvy, at SOUTHAM, with
| Bar, Parioor. Tap-toom. 5 Bed-rooms, Brewhonse, large
| Cellar, Scullery, and other Outhutl'ings; and also larze |

Garden and Opechiard, eontaininz | acre and 1 roed, or
thereabours, well planted with c¢h ire and thrising Fruit
"l'n-.-s; and now in the accupation of Willisa Ra nbow,
| And also all that FREEHOLD MESSUAGE or
FENEMENT adjoining, contaming Kitchen, Bark
aitclien, Scullery, 3 good Bed-r ome, Piggernics, and other
Gutbuildings, and Garden at the vax, 1n the occupation of
Greorge War Lington,
For ferther  parniculars apply to the Auctionecr,
Southiam, ur at our Utlives,
POULL & JOIINSON,

94 o
SuLeilors,



i
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Blue Boar /Blue Pig

The Blue Pig was in Oxford Street where The Original
Factory Shop now stands; this was known as the carrier’s Inn.

In Warwick Record Office is a lease dated 1755 for the Blue

Boar, which by 1790 in the Southam Directory was managed
by Riton Wright. He was there until 1823, and it was he who
changed the name to Blue Pig in 1813, One assumes it was a
political name change. An editorial in the Spectator Magazine
in 1710 had bemoaned the fashion for foolish pub names, like
*Blue Boar' which originated from allegiance with Richard
111 whose symbol was a white boar,

Unlike some of Southam's pubs, it went through very few
landlords. However, despite being near the police house, it
didn’t help prevent various assaults and thefts over the years!

This one was associated with the Hook Norton Brewery.

Joseph Hyatt took over from his mother and was there for
twenty years. He died aged only 48. George Berry was there
from 1870, and appears to have been a hot headed and
demanding landlord, which frequently led him into trouble.

Sadly, the Great War took its toll and when Jesse Hyde died
in 1913 the Blue Pig went to Herbert Hopkins, but became
delicenced in 1916 as were many pubs during or after the war,

24 August 1882 - Banbury Guardian

Mina Pratley and Alfred Thornett were brought up in
custody charged with stealing on the 4th inst | st Southam,
n silver wateh and two gold wedding rings, the projwrty of
tweorge Deorry, of the Blue Pig, Southan  Prowovers hal
lodged at prowccutor’s house as man and wifo for a few days,
the man bawkiog round the wdjecent villages ; and Mrs,
Berry being poorly gave the female prisoner her fuol for
the assistance she rendered in the house. The man left ou
sho morning of the 4th inst. on his business, and whout two
o'clock the same day the woman pleaded o bl headache,
and went out for m walk, but did not eeturn, On Sunday |
the iith the watch and rings were missedd, and information
given to the golice. The neice of the prosecutor stated
that she had shown the female prisoner the jowedlery while
upstairs with her on the 2ud inst., and identific | the wateh |

rings produced as her uncle's property,  Thornett was
preoved to have l!:'a'nnd them ut Coventry on the night of
the 4th inst.  Both prisoners pleaded guilty, anid the case
was dealt with summanly by seotoncing them tw one
calendar month’s imprisonment with hard Iabour.

{

]_IS_.Iilnllam' 1897 - Leamington Spa Caurier

SOUTHAM.
Brrerary.—During the small hours of Monday

- R Meotam

TTTTT

i
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13 October 1916 - Coveniry Standard

Southam.

At or eux  Buer Pro.'—The ol
of this name is now defunct, o far

remises are con ng

reference

King’s Arms / New Inn

Atno 23, the three-storey house opposite The Original Factory Shop
started out under Elizabeth Squires in 1808 as the New [nn.  John
Bodily took it over and renamed it the King 's Arms. He set himself
up as another posting Inn, challenging the well-¢stablished Craven
Arms. The entrance was further along Oxford Street next to the old
police house, with stabling at the back of the houses and Inn. The
deceptive narrow frontage goes back quite deep.

This was a gentleman’s sporting Inn; where bets were taken on
Southam Steeplechases, stallions came at stud, pigeon shooting
matches organised and farmers came to discuss the monthly
livestock fairs. In 1838, Napoleon III of France is reputed to have
stayed there while hunting in the Southam area.

It was also where travelling dentist Mr Luckyn held his annual
surgery.

When the railways bypassed Southam mdoonhmgdiminishcd,
along with the gentleman’s sporting requirements in town, the

morning burglars breke into the Blue Pig Inn, A .
Southam, and stole tobuacco, cigars, cigarettes, and a
sum of money. They also helped themselves 1o some

liquors and pork pies and gor clean away. It is finely acknowledged in the Banbury workhouse reports, wh

in 1881 there is a letter referring to inmate Mr Allison, late of the
King's Arms in Southam, though brewing beer passibly remained.
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. @0 b& let-
~ Frewm Yeor (o Tear, or for Seven ¥eory cerfain, with
= i Fmmediate Possession,
THE DUN COW INX,
ITH the Stable, Brewhouss, anid other Out-officea

| ¥V e sitoate 3¢ SOUTHAM, in the
County of Waawsexk, ing the Turnpike Road from
| thenee to Daventry.

This has been a very lucrative Concern for many Years
past, aad Is well worth the attention of P'eraons in the pub-
lic fine; the Premises are in cowplete repair, and the
situation is excellent.

| To view the Premises, and to treat for the same, apply
{to Mr. WM. WINKLEY, of Sovraaw, the Proprietor; or

| to Measra. POOLE & HAYMES, Solicitors, Leaxixgrox.

T

02 September 1843  wwns s miwart
|~ oLp DuN_cow inw,
‘; ~ __SoUTHAM.

~ TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION,
. By John JMartin,

i s, a1 SOUTHA .:.uonn "1-"“"

A
rrEMaEy, Five o'clock in the
10 the of Sals then to be

Batin, Southam.

29‘“9"“ T835 . tovervvinas b S

tham,and Mr, Dunn, o

e same place. Tle was su
by Mr. Dowse, and opposed ? 2

lie answered, nothing.

solvent then made the observation as stated by his son.

the time of filing his petition,

AN OLD ESTABLISHED INN,
TO BE LET AT CHRISTMAS.
HE DUN COW INN, SOUTHAM, with smtable out
ings. A profitable Ly iness has been carned on
at the bouse for many years by the present tenant, who can
mowt satislactory

reason lor leaving, The trade of

ve the
Blackstuith s sl carried on by the present occupier,
Espenscs and fistures very woderate—Apply to Mr. 8!!‘8
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Thomas Gibbins, heretofore of Long Itchington, farmer, and
late labourer, was oppoud'bz Mr. William Marho, junior, of
\

ried

by Mr. Malpas. Mr. Martin's dabt
was for 60 bushels of mait: and Mr, Duna’s about £20 for hay.
On the 15t of January, 1830, the insolvent took from his father-in-
law, Jolin Harris, the Two Beats public-house, at Long Itching-
ton, the stock and effects were valued to him.  In 1833 the in-
solvent took a farm from Mr. Harris, of 20 acres, at £57 a-year.
Harris would not let him have the whole of thie stock_unless he
fau him a warmant of attorney, which he Jid in the November
ollowing. The property wassold under the warrant in May.
Mr. Diartia, jun., spoke 1o a conversation lie had with the insol-
veolin May, 1835, at the Dun Cow, at Southam, when on being
pressed for the money, hie said, hie bad made Joha Harnis safle,
| and be was quite satisfied, and the other creditors might taka the
remainder and make the bestof it, Qa beingasted what that was,

Tiomas Martio, the elder, aoctionesr, sail ha was present at
the Dun Cow, when the above coaversation took place; the in-

Ihe insolvent was remanded for eight calendar months from

The (Old) Dun Cow

Not to be confused with the New Dun Cow, which for a very short time in 1836 was
alongside the Black Dog, the (Old) Dun Cow was a thatched Drovers Inn situated where
the Welsh Road and Daventry Road met on the edge of Southam, Today, the private house
is tucked behind the houses fronting onto Daventry Street, but originally the road cut
through there to Pendicke Street and so on to Welsh Road East.

William Harper was the landlord in 1790 and when he died his wife Hannah took it over,
followed by their son Richard. Born in 1768, Richard left the Dun Cow in 1813, but was
back living in Southam in 1851 (census) recorded as a retired publican.

This was the house of livestock Auctioneer John Martin, son of Thomas Martin
Auctioneer, who was heard 1o say when the railways came through, that “work is hard to
find and [ am financially suffering™.

John Johnson came to the D Cow in 1889, but died only four years later aged 45, so his
wife Mary Jane took on his trade. She had a baby, a toddler and four children to support,
as seen in the photograph outside the Dun Cow. She remarried in 1901 Henry Coy, who
sadly died a couple of years later leaving her once more alone as the Dun Cow landlady.

15 June 1889 - wcvivgion son (v

A Sournam Ixsxwerxn Examiwen —Hobert Spencer,
Inte an innkseper and grazier, of Southam, came up for
his public examination —In reply to Mr l'eirson, the
dabtor said he had kept & pubhic-hnase for over 30 vearn
He had kept the Dua Cow public-house, ot Southam,
noarly four years. He paid nothing to go into the house
snd roceived nothing whea he left it He rented some
Innd for grazing at a rent of £30 a year, Haonly got five
tons of hay from this land and he sald it for £10 to lus
pon & short time before he filed his patitlon. He did vot
sall the hay in order Lo raised the money ta fila his peti-
thon. His wife had a Life annulty, but she had borrowed
monay upon it to pay private debta.  His takings at the
Dun Cow amounted to & mere nothing —the business was
* quite worn out."—The exawination was closed.

Mrs Cox’s grandparents 07 March 1878 soy i

Outside t

SOUTHAM. i
INQUEST, <An inqiest was  bBell at the Ball oy

Sontham, on Satarday Lat, befare W, 8 Poole Boy |
coroner, touching the desth of Emaa Hough, wite of My,
Audrew Hough, of the Dun Cow Tnn, Southam, who bhad
met with a fatal scandent on the previous Thursday night
Emily Skeley, aged 14, said the cr:u-a'«l was ber aunt
She bad Lived with her, and assisted 1n thie housebold work
for the past three mwonths.  On the pight of the socurrence
deoeased was the worse for droink, and witbess went out
about hali-past eighit to ask o ueighbour to assist in getting
lier o bed, When wituess returned the decessed was
hall way up the stairs, and witness told ber v wait while
she fetched o candle.  She went for this, and while gone
she beur! doceased fall, and found her lying on the stone
floor at the buttom ff thoj stairs. Deceased sand, **Oh ™
but never spoke afterwards.  Mr. Hough said be been
married to sthe deceased & little more than four years.  She
wan 43 yours of age, and was his second wife.  She loft no
chililren.  On the day of the accident be left her all right
at about twenty minutes past eight in the morning, and
went to Banbury market, being a carnor. Witness heard
of the occurrence just befure he reschod home st aught. In
reply to the coroner, witness said the de ewed had at
times yiolded to drink, but exeopt on such cocnsions they
biad lived bappily, Mr, A Scott Gell, Southam,
said he saw the womsn shortly after the Tho cause
of death was concussion from her falling the back of
her head, A verdict wan returned that the decessed
came by hor death from 1ojuries to the bead occasioned by
the fall downstains,

L L




Bowling Green Inn

The earliest reference | have found is in Charles Palmer’s accounts when he spent six
shillings ‘ar ye bowling green expenses and Jorfeits' and *paid the Huntsman for John
at ye Bowling Green® in 1774 and in the 1790 Southam Directory James Whitchead was
the Master of the Bowling Green. The howling green was still there in 1899 along with
tennis courts.

In 1788, the landlord, Joseph Wright, advertised in the Northampton Mercury for
persons wishing to join the Warwick Providence Society and to apply to him at the
Bowling Green. In 1794, he sold up and in 1809 the Oxford Jounal advertised the sale
of the Bowling Green, which had been *in the late occupation of James Whitehead',

In 1834, the landlord William Tame had three very suspicious drinkers in the Bowling
Green one evening, who flashed a lot of money around, including buying gin for some
soldiers. Tame fetched the constable and the men were apprehended - one remained
in the tap-room, another was taken to the Horse & Jockey and the third was locked in
the police lock-up in Oxford Street. They admitted to robbing Dr Parry in Banbury and

William Tame went to Banbury Court to testify, One was released and two were
transported for life. (Report Northampton Mercury)

The Bowling Green Inn was well situated at the top of Coventry Street with its wide
roads forming the Beast Market / Monthly Fair.

The agricultural labourer's centre of the town, this was where Joseph Arch often spoke
when raising the National Agricultural Labourer's Union. According to the Leamington
Courier Aug 2 1873, at a Tuesday tea meeting about 400 persons sat down to tea at the
Bowling Green Inn followed by dancing and entertainment until a signal was given for

R T - the public meeting to start,
! ENHERELY D ;
ISALE of PRIME FAT SHEEP and BEAST
ON BATRAM - FaIR iva? . Here featured regular
S SAMTEL CNEEED San tamprochud auctions for  sheep,
ME JOHN MOORE cattle and horses. Thc
TO SELL BN AUCTION horses and cattle being
Us NOSDAY, the 4% { Ahal) AAeA lin UCd ‘0 'hc posls along
! POWLING GREEN INN, Socraay ‘ the street. Sheep were
!r:‘-.‘fl \,, 0 i) 38 reve saparicr Fat Sigwbags herded  together in
' baaven, sl 8 Niw Faa Devss Panl, -
withoal pmere woven willow hurdles.
L YR TN
o9 A ber 1872 « Nuneaton Advertises

RErUsING 7O ADMIT THE PoLicE.—Jobn Wright,
of the Buwling Green Inn, was with re-
w admit P.S. Webb into his on the
14th ult. (Southam mop night). The officer stated
that he beard talking in the bouse at quarter-past
cleven, and at the door, which was faa-
tened. Some one came and ssked who was there,
Ho replied, “the police,” when went awsy

-

agnin, Shortly this he sounds as if
some men were being let out at tho rear of the
house, and some time afterw he was admitted.

Bowling Green Inn 1985 ‘

SOUTHAM FAIR DAY,
MONDAY next, Juxs 20d.

FA‘I' and Store SHEEP, Fat LAMBS, PIGS, IRON
andries.

TREE GUARDS, and 8

Salo at Bowling Gireen at 10.30.
SEPTIMUS P. GRAVES & SON,

1809 21 Jan Oxford Journal

VALUADLE FREGHOLD ESTATES,
Southam, Warwicljhire,
0 be SOLD by AUCTION,

LO{!DAY.‘('{I order of the . JA"%
ARD LYNDON
o e ot St 1 7 e e

Inn, in on Monday t :
!&'nnz. 1809, at Four c;'d_o_ek in d!e-hmg

the property of the faid —
Lot 1.—All m«m“""m and commodious
INN, known by the of the Bowting Gueen,

uate in Southam . e occupation
E, i and late in the edl:a
3 pﬂmo..hr.bnw-hom,d chambers,
!nd';;nhcnmulmwhmlﬂnmm a
ﬁ.‘:'}f,"::“ Mhd the § .2‘““‘“@‘“'“‘ .
where much room nn’q"uhd. e e '
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to fuch conditions as will be then The
i e R LD Sy The

AUOTIONEERS. |

-

BOWLING GREEN INN.
19 june 1880 SOUTHAM,

E
:
i
3
‘E
E

, Thiller and Trace Gears, Fencing,
Hundles, Tools, and other Effects, o

TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION,

Y
GRAVES AND MILLER,
On TUESDAY next, Juxe 22ud, upon the
Sale to commence at Ope o'clock.
Catalogues may be had of the Auctionecrs,




25 November J826 « Wirwas ot Werwnbsbon Adveries

26 November 1836 - Leamington Spa Courier
Examination of Mr Plummer for voting rights

E\IOST respeetfully informs his Friends, that
HOUSE WARMING is Gxed fur TUESDAY, the
Deermena, 1526, when the favour of their Cow
il be eateemed an obli sation.

*.* Dinner on the Table at Two o'Clock.
Tickets, including Ordinary, sod & Botle of
en Sinllings each.
Coacli and Haorses Inn, Southaro,

_ Nuv., 24, 1326,

The claimant was examined by Mr. Patterson. He said, 1
have several freehold louses and some land in Southam. 1 have
an interest in the Coach and Horses public-house, in a hake-
house aljoining, and cottages and gardens. The Coach and
Horses is situate on the Market-hlll = the bake-house adioins it :

~ The claimant was then cross-examined by Mr. Grifin —~There
is a stable which is not built into the Coach and Horses ; the
stable is just below ; it is the next building to the Coach and
tHorses ;: a person must go by the church-yard 10 get to the stable;
thestahle is included in the mortgage.

By the Court—1{ got the Coach aod Horses by will ; they both

Coach & Horses

The Coach & Horses was a substantial Inn sat on the corner
of Market Hill by the church steps when Chnistopher Mason
was landlord in 1790, After his death, his wife Ehzabeth and
son Robert took over until 1826 followed by George Clarkson

Reached via the churchyard, there was stabling behind and
under the building, which later became living
accommodation. With a lack of rear space, the Plummer
children used to play in the churchyard,

In 1834, by now William Plummer's house, there is a lovely
account in the Leamington Courier of how one of his lodgers,
a tailor's assistance from Ireland, finished work on the
Saturday evening and throwing his belongings out his
bedroom window to a man standing on the church steps,
walked out the Coach & Horses without paying his bill for
three weeks lodging.

While in 1835, another lodger, on his way to London, Lazarus
Morris, a jewellery dealer, was the victim of theft,

By the late 19" C, trade was poor and the latest landlords
quickly came and went, until finally John Dumbleton, a horse
dealer and knackers man of poor reputation, and Oliver a
horse-breaker, were the last occupants as a public house.

came by the same will.

‘ Re-examined —Plummer can make up twenty Leds, and 1 can
only make up six or seven. The Coach and Horses has always

- been considered to bein a good situation, and a good house for
Lusiness; it is a traveller’s house ; there were formerly some
stabliog liehind it, Lut they are now coouected into other build-
iogs.  I'he Coach and Horses extends over the bake house.

By the Court.—The Bake-Louse peopls only have the lower
1ooms.

By Mr. Griffin.—At bosy times they make up 20 beds. Q.
Whatis the giade of perous who frequent the liouse? A. As
;gspeclable as (he person who put that question into your head,

ir.

Nathaniel Arnold, one of the Overseers, said —1 konow the Coach
and Iorses very well ; my brother-in-law offered for the house,
without the stable, and the bake-house, £28 a.year, and the rent
that was then puton it was 30 guineas; that was at the ime
Clarkson failed some four or five years azo.

wOctober 1826 - wamvk and Waneikidve Advecttier

To be SOLD hy AUCTION,
THOS. MARTIN,

On THURBDAY next, the 149th Day of Octounn, 1826 :

JART of the ncat and modern HOUSEHOLD
FURNITURE, the Vroperty of Me. Roinwr Masos,
Coacit und Horsis Iss, SOUTHAM consisting of 11
Featlier Beds, 14 Bedsteads and Purviture s set of Maliogany
Dining Tubles, Muhogany Fillar nme Claw ‘Fable, Kitchen
and Clamber Chairs, peat Sofa, Sidehoard, capital Jo-
Hour Clock and Cose; Brass Wire Fenders, Nizlit Con-
venienee, 8 Mahogany Cluirs, with Horse Finir Sceats
Inrge Cask, 561 Gallon, wod sinaller Ditto ; und cevry other
Article in  Housebold Furoiture; also, a neat Gig and
Hurness.
*«® Sule to begin ay 10 o'Cluck precisely,
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Harp Inn

The Harp Inn

Situated half way between Southam and Ladbroke, the Harp
Inn was a tinker's and drover's rest when passing to and from
local markets and worked alongside the family brick-yard and
a farm. When the railway didn't reach Southam in the early
1850s, the landlord, Mark Sturley, also worked as a carrier
and agent for the Great Western Railway.

In 1855, it was where William Hodges® inquest was held. He
was employed by Sturley to deliver a cask of wine to
Ladbroke Rectory and fell down the cellar steps, the barrel
rolling over and crushing him. He died five days later leaving
a widosw and four young children,

In 1874, there was a murder and suicide when a travelling
family who were ill with cholera camped in the adjacent field
and took their lives. A few days later a fight broke out when
more gypsies arrived and claimed the deceased’s belongings.
Wilkins who worked there and Boswell the landlord, were
hurt in the fight and Boswell’s brother Phillip was hit by a
brick through the window!

= David & Florence Parish with daughter Beatie ¢.1911




The Castle Hotel

This was just off the Beast Market in Wood Street where the
carpark is today. Doliph (Dan) Taylor (born @ 1780) was a
farmer from Wills Pastures, Ladbroke who in 1836 rented Mr
Wood's large farmhouse in Wood Street, with an Elizabethan
bam and cellars, and specialised as a Drover’'s stop-over
while retaining his farming interests and aspirations. In 1841
(census) he had five Drover’s lodging there that night.

He held dances, the inaugural meeting of a Masonic Lodge of
which he was part, paid poll tax, was on the local jury and
allowed the Southam Steeplechase to go over his land.
Perhaps his aspirations got him into trouble, because he got
behind with rent and had to sell stock to pay off his creditors.

Sadly, his second eldest daughter Roseanne, died in August
1837 of Meningitis age 16, and his eldest daughter Elizabeth,
who was married and worked at the Hotel, caught Typhus
Fever in 1848 and died. A month later his wife also died,
which makes you wonder if she nursed her daughter and died
from Typhus Fever as well.

Dan sold the Hotel almost immediately after his wife Rose
Ann’s death and moved to Oxford Street where he died in
1860. His son Edward had moved to Birmingham. His house
became Dr Lattey’s home called *Hammerfest’.

CASTLE HOTEL,
Wouod Street, Southam.

DOLIPH TAYLOR

EGS leave most respectfully to inform the Nobility
Gentry, and the Public generally, that be has taken
snd entered upon the late Residence of T. Wood, Esq., near
the Horse Fair, and converted the same into an HOTEL ;
and. from his determination to crndnct it, wiib a due regard
to the comfort snd convenience of those who may favour
him with their commands, trusts he shsll always be found
deserving of & continuance of their patronage.

To farmera and Commercial Gentlemen the Castle Hotel
présents many sdveatages,.in additioo to those of a well-
stocke | Larder, well. sired Beds, good Stabling, and a choice
and genuine selection of Wines and Spirit, all of which D,
Taglor offcrs to bLis. Friends opon-tbe most reasooable
Termo.

Sporting Gentlemen and others can aleo be nccommo-
dated, when required, with & Lock-up Coach.bouze and
Loose Boxes.

Sountham, Oct. 6, 1836,

B
— o S
.

"P
iy L

CASTLE HOTEL, SOUTIIAM.
. : 1% 1+ 15N y !
s~V i-l My UK ~|ll i

I . {le, | I J
)iy l,.'
To be <ol Lp Juctton,

JOIUIIN MARTIN

'

1

| THE ANNUAL
CARD AND DANCING ASSEMBLY,

‘ WILL BE HELD AT

'THE CASTLE HOTEL, SOUTHAM,
On THURSDAY, the 7tk Day of JANUARY, 1841, |
Tickets 4. each, Tea und Coffee incuded. Dasciog

cvmmruce st 7 o' Clock.

Stewards are appointed.

Albion Hotel

References are few. William Prid-
more. the hotel owner; held an auc-
tion sale in February 1818 at the
Albion Hotel of his newly erected
premises in a “most preferable” part
of town, consisting of a 33ft x 16ft
drapers shop where ‘business has
been carried on with great Success
for fifty years’, an 18ft x 16ft dining
room. 2 cellars under the shop and
5 bedrooms. In October the Albion
Hotel was put up for auction.

Originally from Coventry, William
Pridmore lived most of the time in
Southam with his family. He later
owned the Black Dog and was liv-
ing in the middle house of the row
at his death in 1862.
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Bull & Butcher Inn 2k

3

Another old and established Inn known to go back to before
1760, when Bicknell and Orton were associated with the Bull
and Butcher with flax and rope making, and when Archers
held the victualler's license until 1845.

- "2 \”'5 .‘.
ot o BN oA R
ot bigar mglqé_o?‘h sign
- p .

In 1843, it was at the centre of Walter Gibbard’s suicide, an
ostler working there who cut his throat and threw himself in

the water cistern.

In August 1849, Daniel Devonport age 27, another ostler
working there, was apprehended by Sergeant Reid from the
Southam Constabulary for non-payment of a Magistrate’s
order for the support of an illegitimate child. On travelling
with Reid to his house in Wormleighton, Davenport
proceeded to shoot Reid and made his escape to Shropshire.

He was captured in Shrewsbury and sentenced to life
transportation at Warwick 30 March 1850 for ‘shooting with
intent to murder* and sent to Portland Convict Prison. He left
for Western Australia on the ship ‘William Jardine’ on 30

April 1852,

The Bull Inn yard was at the centre of the pig market and in
the rooms were political, masonic, club and social meetings!

1914

J. CARDALL,
v+ GOAL MERCHANT,

BULL HOTEL.
SOUTHANM.

for Sonthwm niomd Votlall CTul

Tenil juurvees

R R —

Wekling anl Peobe Purtics

B Cyddinte and Plabiing 1 '
Private Parties catered for.

ROPOSED ERECTION OF A Sreax Frour Mrun—Omn
Thursday last, a large aud 1wfluential meeting of the 1ohabitanis
was held at the Bull Ion, Southam, when it was ucauimoasly
ved “That a Steam mill erected at Southam, by a Jownt
Stock Company, would be of great bemefit to the town snd
neighbourhood and be entitled o the warmest sapport of the
inbsbitants.” A Commitlee of fourteen gentlemen were appanted
Lo carry out the uecessary arraugemeuts for placing the proposed
undertaking i a workiug shape, and report to a general meeting
to be convened hereafter, the best meaus of carrying the object
of thie meeting into execution. i

The Eagle & Child 1801

24 January 1801 - Northampton Mercury  For sale 09 March at the Griffin Inn
Not sold as repeated auction 18th May - 02 May 1801 - Northampiton Mercury

Lot 1 - A farmhouse with barns, rick-yard, stables and outbuildings all in the occupation of
Samuel Armold, Widow Mary Gibbons and William Carter.

1 : l Q67 Lot 2 - The old established INN called the EAGLE and CHILD with warehouses, stables and
.’L [ 100 ‘ _ outbuildings. With a well planted orchard and part of the garden, all in the occupation of

Tl .,"'?"fﬁ”‘ " —m N y Samuel Arnold.
uoof the Bull T, Southam,

] De cem

A
Lot 3 - The dwelling house adjoining the INN with the rest of the garden, a brewhouse and
A W n mh"ﬂy carving other buildings, all in the occupation of Mrs Elizabeth Amold.
atio : All the above are freehold and well watered. To view apply to Samuel Amnold and for further

particulars to Mr Henry Rolls, Attorney at Priors Marston or at his chambers in Southam on
Market Days.

Unfortunately, we do not know where the Eagle & Child was, but it is suggested it was on or
near Market Hill and close to the river.
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20 MOy 1854 (oomgron o coe

rroLivc
SOUTHAMN,

—

HOUSE,
WARWICKSHIREL.

TO BE SOLD BEY AUCTION,

MR HENRY TAFT,

Upou the Premises, on MONDAY, the 29th day of My, |
| 1834, at Six o'Clock in the Eveming, under such
Conditions as will thea be produced ;
LL that Old-established and well-accustomed Inp,
called the Black Horse, s:tunte at Southam alore-
said. The Hoase coutains 8 good Club Room, I"arlour,
Bar, Tep Room, Kitchen, Eizkt Bed Roows, Store
Room, Brewmhouse, Coal House and excellent Cellars.
Opposite the House are Stabling for Four [lorses, with
Lo, Gig llouse, eand Haroew Room. The Premives,
which arc well sitaate for the Public Busivess, are well
ved with water, and the (as has been Inid oo, The
Trade and Tenant's Fixtores, which will be disposed of at
& Valoation, are cuusually good.
. The Property may be viewed on application to Mr.
James Rxinm, the ocrujuer, and farther Particulars
ohtauned of the Auctioneer, or of Mo, Poure aud |
‘ Soss. Solimtors, Southam. “

The top photograph is when Mary Timms was landlady. She took over the Black Horse when

her husband John died in 1868, until she died in 1886.
Their 3 sons were a wheelwright, carpenter and butcher.

Below is early 1900s.

The Black Horse

The name usually refers to Dick Turpin’s Black Bess after his London to York ride in
1737 and since Southam is on the coaching road and the town was a sporting
gentleman’s town, this may be so. It was named as such in the 1790 Southam Directory
when William Clarke was the licenced victualler.

For a year in 1808, the renowned Dancing Master and Musician from Daventry, Michael
Dobney, was landlord. He is remembered for his *7Twelve Minuets & Twelve Dances’
for violin, hautboy (a woodwind instrument) and harpsicord.

In 1857, the owners of the Black Horse, Reynolds, gifted part of the garden to the
church to extend the churchyard.

Inquests were commonly held at public houses and in 1862 the Coventry Standard
recorded the inquest held at the Black Horse on the suicide of William Neville a hair
dresser and newsagent of Market Hill.

Alfred (Alf) George Tew took over the Black Horse in 1921, and Jack Cardall records
how he was responsible for much of the town’s music and entertainments, but in 1934
the licence was not renewed, despite plans for a new building.

14 April 1923 s

Exteasion oF Houns.—Mr. A, G. Tew,
landlord of the ** Black Horse ** Inn, Southam,
applied for an extension of hours from 10—11
p-ui., on May 9th, the occasion being a smok-
ing concert at the opening of a new clubroom.—
Superintendent Clarke objected, and said he
thought there was plenty of time before ten
o'clock to smoke and drink.—Mr. Chamber-
layne: If we grant this for a new clubroom,
what will they want for new premises?!—Mr.
Tew said Mr. Hodges. who was taking the
chair, would not be able to get there ecarly
owing to a meeting. and his friends from Rugby
would also be fairly late.—Superintendent
Clarke: [ am not objecting because Mr. Hodges
is taking the chair. (Laughter).—Half-an
hour's extension was granted.

02 November 1935 - Warwick and Warwickshire Advertiser

Mesars. John Staite & Sons held a sale of
property at Southam on Tuesday by direction
of Messrs. Lucas & Co, Ltd. The Black Horse
Inn, now de-licensed, was withdrawn at £370,
but was sold immediately afterwards. The out-
door beerhouse and seven cottages, 11 and 12
Oxfordstreet, and 29 to -34 (inclusive)
Appendix-street, were sold for £610, Mesars,
Wright, Hassall & Co. were the solicitors.
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The Beeswing

The Griffin family is well associated with Southam through farming, milling, cement
works and the public house industry.

The first “Beeswing " appears to have been John Margetts and his sister’s wine and spirit
premises on Market Hill around 1850.

The name was either after a winning racehorse; or possibly in Southam, after the faint
crimson film left in bottles of port wine called *beeswing”.

By 1874 the name had been taken up by John Griffin and his wine and spirit premises
in the High Street. His son, William, took over at his father's death in 1905 and it
remained with the family until he died in 1922.

It was a popular public house and sported darts and domino teams; supported the
Football Charity Cup Competition and Mop Fair meetings were held there.

In recent years, new trades took over parts of the building and it changed its name to the
Three Choices, Breeze Bar and Hunter's Bar, but all to no avail.

Southam High Street at the turn of the 20th Century.
The Beeswing is the tall 3 -

storey building on the left
Today, opposite
~ Tithe Place.

The King’s Head Inn

It was thought it may have been the Craven Arms, but this 1s now
known to be a different coaching inn.

In 1789 it is where an Arab racehorse stallion stands at stud.

When advertised for sale in 1797, it is described as the front par-
lour commanding a clear view of the Market Place and public
road and a second parlour with views over the countryside. It
had 2 cellars and 3 garrets.

Kixc's Heap Ixx ano Postine Housr,
1817 SOUTHAM, WARWICKSHIRE, |
H With immedinte Passession,
TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION,
By THOMAS GRIMES,
On the premises, on Monday nest the 171h of Feb-
ruary inslant, at Four o’clock intheafternvon, under
such conditions as will be then produced,—All that
substantial and long-established INN and POSTING
HOUSE, kuown by the name or sign of tbe KING's
HEAD, desirably situate in the centre of the town of
J Southam aforeswid, in the occnpation of Mr. Jdohn
Baseley, ‘The premises ave spacious, and in every
respeet well adipted to carry ou the publie business,
huving an extensive outlet, convenicnt stabling,
lately erected, with a paddock adjuining, and good
gal‘dt‘n‘.
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GRIFFIN & CO,
BLUE LIAS LIME MERCHANTS.

Works: STOCKTON.

Postal Address: Southam, 8.0., Warwickshire. .

J. GRIFFIN,

WHOLESALE & FAMILY

WiNE AND SPIRIT MERCHANT,

High Street, SOUTHAM.

BURTON ALES,

GUINNESS’ & BANBURY STOUT

IN CASK AND BOTTLE.

Woodbine Cottage Inn

This was a half-timbered/thatched cottage on the Leamington
road out of Southam, before reaching the Polo Grounds,
owned by the Chamberlayne family of Stoneythorpe.

It was mentioned in the Leamington Courier (and not for the
first time) as early as 1854, in a court case where the
‘prisoner’ had stopped for a drink with ‘friends’ of mixed
male/female company, after returning from Southam Mop.

A labourer’s refreshment stop, but in later years, a place for a
pint on a pleasant summer evening/weekend when walking
round the Stoneythorpe Estate footpaths for pleasure.

It was de-licenced in 1932.

For lease 1879

WOODBINE COTTAGE, SOUTHAM.

HE Housebold Fumiture, capital new 80-gallon
Copg.nn'in‘l’hn Glam, Earthenware, Pig
MMPM and Bedding, ro-u,:

WILL BE SOLD BY AUCTION,

By Graves and Milier,

On TUESDAY pext, Ocrosea 14th
Bale at T'welve o'clock.

Stoneythorpe Hotel

It was originally built as an eye and ear hospital in 1818 by
Dr Henry Lilley Smith. In the 20™ C it was used as a girl’s
boarding school and the Parish Hall, until it became Eastleigh
Guest House, the Stoneythorpe Hotel and is now Warwick
House a private wedding venue,

|
The Parish Hall ¢.1952 l
|



Woodbine Cottage Inn c.1915

Edward John Wilkins with wife Mary Ann and children
~Doris, Walter and their little brother.
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® The Black Dog
Some Blmk,mg‘dm«n'mvmmv'm;m

The earliest records are from 1744 when Thomas Bass sold
the Black Dog to Rev Walter Goodfellow of Ladbrdne. the
son of a London lawyer. He had marnied htscousin Dmkhy
Pllmcrol'LadbtokeMlnor buuheyhndno \dren, he
alhusdeamllelackDogwmtomaPﬂmerﬁm&.

In 1773 Charles Palmer inherited the Black Dog. His father
Charles was very mmhaeounuygaﬂlemm.lhehnﬂy
accounts showing how he was associated with hun
shooting and racing. Family letters show}umauﬂ' from
gout and associated with the coaching _muditﬁmxgh' Southam.

No doubt Charles Palmer Jnr was the same cut nshlsfalher if
you look at his accounts in “Ladbroke and its Owners™ in our ‘
display cabinet!

Note mention of ‘old Betties'and *Fishers who kept the mo-r
Inns at Ladbroke. Visits to “ye play’ on several occasions at
Southam. The ‘races at Warwick ', followed by eating and
drinking at *Seven Stars' and home via the *Black Horse't

Dunng his time the landlord was Mr Shakespeare, who was
fraudulent with his management seen in a letter of 1788.
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The Craven Arms / Griffin Inn

The earliest reference I can find is in the Oxford Journal 19th
April 1755 in reference to the Toll Road repairs, when a
notice is posted of the intended meeting to be held at the sign
of Lord Craven's in Southam on the 5™ day of May,

From its early days, it was probably the largest of all
Southam’s public houses and possibly the busiest.

By 1780 is was known as the sign of the Griffin and where
auctions, courts, political and business meetings were held, as
well as increasingly becoming a post and coaching Inn
providing refreshment, accommodation and entertainment for
passing travellers and local nobility. Connections with
Coventry, Warwick and Oxford, and further aficld to London
and York, were widening daily.

By 1822, the back of the Craven Arms was where Mr
Chamberlain’s travelling company from Cheltenham
performed everything from Shakespeare, through comedy to
music and Mr Davenport's players provided entertainment on
Mop Fair days.

At the height of its coaching days there were up to 80 horses
in the stables and a dozen or more coaches changed horses
cach day. Sadly, when the railways arrived in Warwickshire
in the late 18405, the coach road through Southam ended,

Capital Inn to be sold by auction
by T.Martin on

Monday 10th April 1809

The long established and valuable Inn called the
GRIFFIN or CRAVEN ARMS in the occupation
of Mr John Moore who is leaving the business.

There is extensive stabling for at least 50 horses,
coach houses, bans, hovels and every necessary
outbuildings in perfect repair, with yards, large
gardens and adjoining pasture.

On the following four days will be sold -
household fumniture consisting of upward 20
excellent beds, bedsteads and hangings; fine
table & bed linen; all wines, liquors, ale, brew-
ing utensils, more than 20 well seasoned barrels,
3 chaises, 6 pair of superior young post horses,
harness, a capital stallion, pigs and implements
of husbandry and articles in the catalogues.

The Griffin Inn is the only post house in
Southam and on the direct road from London to
Leamington.

09 November 1872 - Nuneaton Advertiser

L
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Kach

HISKY Bot % Bot
ueen Anne h2/- 21/6
hyte & Mackay Special b2/~ 21/6
allantine's 42/10 21/11
ell's Extra Special 42/10 21/11
dlack & vhite k2/10 21/11
‘ream of the Barley 42/10 21/11
utty sark k2/10
laig's Gold Label 42/10 21/11
ing George IV 42/10 21/11
tandfast 42/10 21/11
‘cacher's Highland Cream 42/10 21/11
et 69 42/10 21/1
lolker's Red Label k2/10 21/11
hite Horse 42/10 21/11
Rite Label 42/10 21/11
[ & B Rare 43/7
marter bottles of brands marked * 11/2
fasks " " " @ 5/11%
liniatures o " Wi 3/9

IMPERIAL JUARTS
lhyte & lackay 62/6
tells, Black & thite, Haig,
‘eachers, .Jhite Horse, White 63/9
abel, Walker 3ed Label

GIANT SIZE (% gal.)
lalker Red Label 128/6

SCOTCH MALT JHISKY
ardow (ualker) ke /2
dendfiddich (Grant) L6/2
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EXPEDITIOUS CONVEYANCE BY
| FProm his Office, Corn Market,Oxford.

RICHARD PARKER
l ESPECTFULLY intorms the Publie, that
| bis VANS and WAGGONS lvad at the above
place every Evening at Five.

Vans arrive in 12 hours, and Waggons in 26,
AT HIS WAREHOUNE,
17, Old *Change, Cheapside,
| Where they a'so load every Evening at Five, and re-
turn to OXFORD n the same Yime,

| A VAN leaves OXFORD every Murmng at Seven,
| yhrvngh WOODSTOCK, DEDDINGTON,

| Banbury, Southam, & Leamington,
| and arrives ut his Office, Market Place, WAKWIUK,
| the same Afternoon.
| A VAN every Monday, Weanesday, and Fiday
| Mornings, at Seven, through CHIPPING-NORTON,
| SIOW, MORETON-IN-MARSH, and BLOCKLLY,
| 10 the Red Lion, CAMPDEN, the same day. Returns
| every Tuesday, Fhursday, and Saturday, and senives
| in Loodon the fullowing Moining i time for the
| Markets,
A VAN to CHELTENHAM and GLOCESTER,
through WITNEY, BURFORD, & NORTHLEAC i,
| every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday Mornings,
at Seven, and returns the alternate days,

The Proprietor enrncstly reguests that all Goods
intended for him be directed ** Per Parker.'”




' |

T'he Fire that Changed
the Town Centre 1742

“On "Friday st 2 Fire broke out int (he T
Southdm n the County of Warwick, wg}:b 1::‘:'} 1
Hours confun’'d near forty Houfts, together withy ch |
Houfes, Larng, Stabls, and Ricks of Corpn b w},'":,:
means many poor Fimilies are reduced 1o :bey utm':ﬁ
Extremity 3 and as 'us prefum’d feveral Perfone may be
ready to relieve their Necelliuies, the proper Obje&s {vill

have Cert ficies from the principal Inhabitants.: tn ree
vene lmpeﬁt;ous. p P ol ams) (0 pre-

-—

18 March 1742 - Derby Mercury

We don’t know where the 17" C public houses stood and can
only guess that the later 18" C ones, such as the Blue Boar

(Blue Pig), Bull & Butcher (The Bull), the Black Dog and
others, had either been rebuilt on existing sites, or survived.

We know the Craven Arms (known then as 7The Griffin) on
Market Hill burnt down and was rebuilt, so hence the
Georgian style of the new town centre.

Whereas The Brook (known then as The Crown) in Daventry

Street was spared, as was the Olde Mint (possibly known by
then as the Horse & Jockey) in Coventry Street.
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Crown Inn / The Brook

It survived the 1742 fire and was in the Pratt Gamily as a
farmhouse and public housc from not long after that
However, it wasn't always called the Crown Jnn, so tracing
back through the Pratt family is casicr than through its name.

It was from the Crown in the middle 19* C that William
Pratt’s sccond cldest son Thomas, age 19yrs, left for the
(‘ﬂamW‘uwﬂhThmAbboammmm
from Southam. Sadly, both Thomas® died &t the Battle of
Alma in 15854,

In 1915, Henry Horace (Harry) Pratt was convicted for
keeping pigs at the Crown, due W complaints from Dr Lattey
living in Wood Street. The pigs remained, because two years
later he was again secking permission from the Board of
Agriculture, saying that pigs had been kept there for the last
100 years. After inspection, the premises were not deemed

suitable and he was agam asked 1o remove them.

In 1927, he was fined for failing 1w dip his sheep. He
remained a livestock dealer and farmer, as well as a publican
and when he died in 1954 he had been the publican at the
Crown for the last 40 years and it had been in the family for
upward of 200 years. (21 July 1954 - Leaminpton Spa Courier)

26 November 1891 s.ov v

, REDUCTION IN PRICE
S OTHE OMIGINAL PETTINEN « WERBAL MIXTUKE
' Used for many yoars for similar purposes ss the shove.

In Bottles st 3. 0J. sash (Origisal Price, Sa)
! Ovders far €1 Carrbage bl Adwies Gestia

Fall particuion, -u': Hopats fom eminent Agricaltariom,
Ll

NOTICE - Cartis. tvr w  wites Prparations

¥ avine @hen wur fell ul.:.‘i-‘ A bdrese

\ wored Tonde Mack (vhe Tuvsmtor's fucsmle oge

wn every ‘
be carvlul 1o adidress ol comimanications iu fuil,

STEPHEN PETTIFER AND SON,

:
i

:

i

2
:
!
!
!

f Seephion Petriboy fhiginal "qu.u.vl-(,)
t TN dentine Petufer, MEOCV S L

CRUDWELL VLETEKINARY LSTABLISHMENT,
MALMESBURY, Wil

Telgraphioe Addeons - Parinnns,” Cradeell,
Braneh, 104 EYION, BYPILLL,
VKN TA

Linnett, Chemist, 54, Parion s Strwet, Baubary.
Jmnb Huwplinies, 2, Bridge Street, Baubary.
W. Mewer, Adderh ry, Banbary.
W. Pratt, Crown Inu, Southam.

Fisat Aivm e < De rot e ssteled, bt be sure you get

“STEFHEN ° PETTIFER & “SON.”

16 March 1934

|

The Crown, Mr. Fortescue representod the
owner amd tenant, MHenry Horace Pratt,
D.CO Drakeley said thero were four roomns
ordinanly used for trade purposes. They were
very small and dlarrunged, and did not
comply with modern ideas of public-house
requircuents, o bis opuwon the lhicence was
not required ; its existence wade the number
of Licences oxcessive, and 14 was one of the
leaet suitable for ita purpose.—lu snswer to
Mr., Fortescue: It was very woll kept and
exceptionally dlean. <Mr, Bunch, after detaul-
g the sccommodation, sawd the rovtus were
wconveniently arranged both for use and con-
trol. The W.C. which had been tormed by
partitiomiog off a part of the kitchen was an
insanitary arrangement. -Mr, Pratt saud the
house had been 1w his famaly 174 years, Hus
trade showed an incrcase for the past three
years, He put m a petition signed by 2

versons, who did not want the licence to go.

|

-
O.A-vg‘ivrn Y o2
SavT AN

Moror Car OrsTRucTiON —Charles Dockett
of Napton, farmer, was fined is. for ‘
the highway by leaving & wotor-car for forty
minutes without just cause, on the Dav .
rosd, Seutham, on December 20th, wu.'.':f'l
Townsend stated that i company with Police
Inspector Cresswell he was on Im, hen be
saw a Ford car standing outside the * Crown
lun, Southam. They kept the car under ohser-
vation for 40 minutes, sud then went inte the
hostel where they found Duckett, the owner of
the car, sitting in the smoke room with s glass
of beer n front of him Defendant was told
he would be reported —Thers was a letter from
Duckett, who did not stiend court, sdmitting
the offence, but stating that the car was left
in sn open space, and, 1 his . Was Dot
an obstruction. The Police Inspector added
that Southam was the finest place 1 the coun
try for parking cars.  There was & place where
they could leave them all day long without
causing an obstruction ——A similar summons

Buck & Bell

Sutuated on the Beasr Market * Carrle Fair m Coventry Strect
at the top of wwn, was the lodgng and beerhouse of Thomas
and Rebecca Adams, the Buck & Bell. Location s uncenam
other than it was ncar the Bowling Green and was a large
property with a walled garden and outbwildings sutable o
house lodgers. They 100k 1t over from Isaac Hobley

On the mght of the 1851 consus, Thomas was a prisoner i
Warwick Gaol. He had been found gulty eight days carbier at
the Warwick Lent Assizes of recerving a £10 and a £5 Bank
of England note, knowing that they had been stolen and had
been sentenced 1o ten years transportation.  £15 m I8S] was
the equivalent of about £1,110 &t today’s prices. Thomas™ two
daughters Fliza and Ann were also tned at the Assizes, but
were acquitted.  Full detasls of the trail 18 in the Warwick
Advertiser 29 March 1851

Thomas was moved to Millbank Prison, London from
Warwick Gaol on 13 Nov 1851 and 10 Portsmouth Prison on
12 Nov 1852 Afier six months, he was mvalided to the
Stirling Castle prison hulk moored in the harbour, where he
remained for two vears before bemng released on hoence on
31 July 1855 and returned 1o Southam

21 October 1837

DESIRABLE PUBLIC HOUSE,

To De =old by Vrivate Contrart,

LL that Freehold well established PUBLIC HOUSE,
called the Buck and Bell, situated in the centre of the

‘at:le Fair, in the town of Soutnay, consisting of two
Front Parlours, Tap Room and Bar, four Bed Roome, Bf.!'-
honse, Scullery, with large Gorden, Bowling Alley, Stabling,
and other Appurtenances, n.w in the occu

u of Mr.

Aac Honray.
lsaac Hobley, or Mcsars.

For further Particulars, apply to Mr,

WRIGHT and \WELCHMAN, Solicitors, Southam.
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. . These bottles were found in a
garden dump in Stowe Drive
last year

Southam Tokens

Southam’s 17" C Inns ‘.
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89, at One Guinea
g Man, the Money lu_~

B,

m. . é:fml')rayton, near Mnhuu%~
m UXxtordiia ; . .
'Duke of Buccleugh's Arabian, his Dam by

Kim, out of a Daughter of Regulus, Son of

!

m Drayton every Thurfday Morning, and wll
EHead. in Southam, at Eight o'Clock ; at Mirs.
- Itchington, at Ten o'Clock ; and at the Dlack
a\ Fr:day. at Mr. Hawkes s, Coventry, lhd
rurday and Sunday, at the >t ur-.'..r;d- Raven,
May Morning, at Six »'Clock, at Wiltborn ; at
B o Clock, and at Home that Night, wicie he
wy and Wednefday.

: o B —— ———— - a — .~‘
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St James Church
present bosduay dutes from | tng B
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Lt 54 o2 ing Ih 20 e

he Bowling Green lnn, Coventry Street

A ‘ '!'a( I l:n'A v 1a h used 10 hawve 2 !"w‘ N M LS (0w
the reas ’cni',"c Arch. the founder of thy \s" wirural W bors Trade Ul

held mectngs here

Yo Bed¥vd¥vidvdlvdlive

The Olde Mint Inn (formerly the Hore & Jockey) High Street

lhnug from the 14th Ceoentury, local trading LORKOTI WETE O ¢ nted hewe
and King Charles 5 sand 1o have had sthver cast into coum here alter the Battl
of Edge Hill. Codl Wt soldiens are wnd o haw sharpened thew swords on thye

stones around the entrance, and there have been several ghosthy aghtingn
The Breeze Bar (formerly The Beeswing Vaults), Hogh Sore

A hostelry whach became known & the Beerwing trom IN74 posably named
after the flm that appean on the surface of old port wine

P

The Market Tavern (formerly The Crown), Daventry Street

One of Southam s oldest badkdings and. hke the Odde Munt st survived the
1741 fire of Southam. Formerly an old tarmbouse ,

TP PUP PP PP PPy

Southam Sports & Social Club, School Street

Formerly a Victonan school butkding and home 1o Southam County Bows
School untl the 19608

PRPPIT PP PTPrey

The Bull Inn (formerly the Bull & Butcher) Bull Street

An old coaching lun that had s owe beew house and was the dosest venue 10
the market. It had a Gder press set up In the yard cvery Autumn

Wm

Nmn‘dht(-uy&mw&n'\h\&‘d.\m who heheaded King
Edward 11 favourste at Guys Chie w 1312

Vv B v dBvdBvidviivisve
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X e B. STURLEY., . Sinaum seipor.
(Lare ALFRED CLARIDGE), 105, Fulbam ., Londes.

MONUMENTAL & GENERAL MASON,

COMMISSION AGENT, etc.,
Broad Street, BANBURY; and SOUTHAM, WARWICKSHIRE.

ECCLESIASTICAL AND MEMORIAL BRASS WORK.
A Large Stock of Memorials in Granite, Marble and Stone always on hand.  Special attention

paid to every style of Letter Cutting. Designs and Estimates free on application.
STEAM MINERAL WATER WORKS, SOUTHAM.

Stone Ginger Beer a Speciality.
Carting HAgent to the Great Western Railway Co-. 1900

G. PHILLIPS,
Mineral Waler Manulaclurer, W
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