
Annual General Meeting

Congregational Church Hall

Oct 17th 2017

Southam Heritage Collection



Agenda

 Apologies

 Chairman’s report

 Presentation of accounts

 Election of management committee

 Any other business

 Browse, chat & a drink!



Chairman’s Report

 11th Year
– Charity Commission Recognition

 Name change, some small additional admin work

– Steady Progress – No dramatic changes
 Funds are healthy, although not excessive!

– Need to think carefully about expenses

– Getting a better grip on where to access funding

 Visitor numbers increasing – premises access is a growing issue

 Some terrific comments in the visitors’ book

– Word is spreading further and further
 Many fascinating items being offered

– Some great loan contributions for 2016/7 exhibitions

– Donations – items, deeds, photos etc.

 Other groups appreciate our involvement
– e.g. Harbury Blue Plaque, WW1 2018 invitation 



Chairman’s Report …

 2016/7 Achievements
– 2 more successful Exhibitions

 “Transporting the Wounded” - photographic

 “Pint of Ale” – Southam and hospitality
– Terrific stewarding work by Chris Holding

– Linda – major success at Tesco

– Centenary Archive Project
 Steady stream of contributions

 Massive amount of work – the survivors
– “Roll of Honour” 

– Val Brodie, Chris Jerome

 Request from WCC Libraries

– Schools
 Southam College – Geography Course!

 St Mary’s – local history morning



Chairman’s Report …

– Getting the message out
 Leamington Local History Fair

 Invitation to “Warwickshire Words”

 Tithe Lodge talk – suitability issues

– “Wartime Southam 1939 - 1945” 
 A new book by Alan Griffin

– German students – again

– John Turner – again

– 2018 Calendar – sold out last year

– Talks to a variety of groups



– Success Story of the Year – Southam Local History Show

Chairman’s Report …



Chairman’s Report …

 Tithe Place – still an unknown quantity
– No date for a move

 Building is occupied !

 Library is operational !

 Police room occupied !

 Many apartments occupied, but not all !

 Vandalism has been an issue !

– Have now taken out new 5-year 
lease for Vivian House starting Jan 2017

– Have engaged with District Councillor  Andy Crump
 Cannot get any information – GCHQ would be less secretive

 Rowan fell down the stairs!

– WCC are actively encouraging us to apply for funding 
for Tithe Place, but we cannot take advantage!



Chairman’s Report …

 Web Site – well received
– Take a look

 www.southamheritage.org

– More feedback welcome

– Facebook page

 Southam History section 
– Could you write an article?

 We’ll help

 Not a major task

 WCC Libraries
– Asked for print - VAD section 



Chairman’s report …

 2017/8 Plans, still work in progress
– WW1 Centenary Archive work continues – Tuesday AM

– 2018 Exhibitions reversed
 Spring – “Collection Objects” – curated by Chris Holding

 Final WW1 Centenary Commemoration – major effort

– Will work with Southam Town Council, British Legion and Galanos

– Another Ramblers walk with local history content

– Portable version of various exhibitions – Galanos House

– Leamington LHS Fair, Talks in Southam, German 
Students, John Turner, Evening group talks, Cardalls
Corner, Web stories etc



Accounts



Election of Committee

 Helen Morris stepping down

 No new nominations

– Need some new blood

 Interested? Come along to a meeting – no 
obligation, come along on a Tuesday morning

 Tell your neighbours, friends – anyone retiring? 
newcomers to the town?

 It’s not painful !!!

 We desperately need a minutes secretary

 Vote



Any Other Business

 Membership subscriptions due – Gift Aid
 Forms available – 25% extra from HMRC

 Student membership - £5

 A standing order would help us, and you

 Like to increase membership numbers – target 200

 Corporate Member Warwickshire Local History Society -
http://www.warwickshirehistory.org.uk/

 Cardall’s Corner – any volunteers – short story

 Could you write an article for our web site?

 Re-iterate – we need to see more members, 
AND new faces on the Management Committee – it’s a 
great time to join!



One last thing



Wrap Up

 Thank you all for coming

 And now …

– An opportunity to pay your membership sub!

– Buy your copy of “Historic Southam”  2018 
Calendar, or two!

 Remind friends, relations of all they are missing 

– Buy some Christmas Cards

– Bring up any issue you wish – Volunteer even!

– Have a drink on us!!


